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*‘ HAIL SACRED POLITY, BY FREEDOM REAR’D! 


‘““ HAIL SACRED FREEDOM, WHEN BY LAW RESTRAIN’D!” 
BEATTIE. 














Driginal Effaps. | 
— 
Hither, ¢flayifts, the produdts of your clofet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and inftru& mankind. 


FOR THE BALANCE. 





A SCRAP OF A DIALOGUE BETWEEN A 
FARMER AND A POST-RIDER. 


Poft-rider. OOD morning, friend, I 
have brought you a family breakfaft ;—here 
is the Hudfon Balance for you. 

Farmer. 1 believe that my family would 
hardly be fatisfied with fuch light food ;— 
we had much rather fit down to a platter of 
good beef fteaks. 

Poft-rider. Why, here is, wholefome 
meat of all kinds, fome dreffed ina plain and 
fimple magner, and fome cook’d in a higher 
talte and feafon’d with a little chian. Here 
too is a plenty of all forts of fauce, excepting 
Jour crout.—In fhort, the Balance difhes up 
a little fomething for every reafonable pal- 
ate ;—and, at the fame time, the cookery, 
even to the very broth, is all American.— 
Not an Englifhman, nor a Frenchman is fuf- 
fered to have a finger in any of the difhes. 

Come, fir, will you be a fubfcriber for {uch 
kind of fare ? 


Farmer. Not I, at prefent. As you 


carry the paper, I fuppofe you have a fhare 
in the profits, and, therefore, it is for your 
intereft to praife it, in order to get it off : 
but, for my part, I believe that, fince the war 
in Europe is over, new{papers will grow ve- 
ry lean and will f{carcely be worth reading. 

Poft-rider. I muft differ from you in that 
particular. The reading of murderous bat- 
tles never yet made man, woman or child ei- 
ther wifer or better; it only ferves to harden 





-_—— 


= ————————=—== 














the mind by inuring it to fcenes of blood. 
The Balance will not teach people how to 
kill, but it will teach how to fave life and 
how to render life virtuous and happy. It 
will contain prudent and wholefome advice 
to parents and children, to hufbands and 
wives, to people of all claffes and conditions. 
There will be fomething-in every paper, 
which you would wifh to have your children 
remember ; and, if you fhould preferve thie 
papers and bind them, they will make a 
cheap and ufeful family book. 


As I have never read the Bal- 
ance, I can’t contradiét you; but my chiet 
objeétion I, have not yet mentioned :—The 
times are growing fo hard, that I can’t well 
a‘Tord money for a newfpaper. 

Poft-rider. Ah, money! That's the ve- 
ry thing I was thinking of.—Unlefs a con- 
fiderable quantity of that precious oil be 
daily applied, the printing prefs cannot work 
to any advantage:-—But what is the paltry 


Farmer. 


—And then, confider that your taking the 
Balance, after a length of time, will make 
you richer, rather than poorer. Some part 
of every paper will be filled with remarks on 
hufvandry ; and, with what the editors may 
cull from almoft an hundred other newfpap- 
ers, which, every week, come to their office, 
and from files of magazines and a multitude 


fum of two dollars to a man of your eftate? !> 


HUDSON, (New-York) PuBLisHeD By SAMPSON, CHITTENDEN-& CROSWELL.—Tuespay, Fesruary 2, 1802. 
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hard and-difficult, but I will confider on it; 
and as you hay. offered me what-you calla 
family breakfaft, I offer you a real break faft. 
—Come, walk in. *« John, draw us a lit- 
tle cider, and then give this man’s horfe fome 
good hay.” 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 
THE PARSON’s WIG. 


BOUT a century ago, Parfon 
M of the town of Saiihies 
bought him a wig at Bofton, and, returming 
home, wore it, the next Sabbath, at church. 
The fight of this ftrange phenomenon ex+. 
cited very unpleafant fenfations in the minds 
ot a large part of the congregation; mfomuch 
that, what with flaring and wriggling and 
fcowling and frowning and whifpering, but 
very little notice was taken of the parfon’s 
fermon. The next day, the aggrieved party 
repaired to the dwelling houfe of parfon 
M , to ftate their grievance and demand 
redrefs. Now the burden of their complaint 
appears to have been, that he fhould weara 
wig of the Boflon cut, adjufted and finifhed 
in high tafte. The parfon, being a mild, 
milky kind of a man, (as all parifh parfons 
fhould be,) brought forth his wig and bade . 
them fafhion it to their.own liking. Where- 














of books, together with what little they can 
{pin out of their own braift, it will be a hard 
cafe, if ina whole year they can’t colle& fo 
much good matter on hufbandry as will be 
worth two dollars to a farmer. 


Farmer. Let me loek at your paper. 
I perceive the print is plain ;—provided the 
matter be as good as the manner, I fhail find 
no fault withit. I had concluded not to take 











a new!paper, now that the times are becoming 
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upon they formed a.circle, compofed of all 
ages, grades and genders, and, taking a pair 
of {cillars, they cropped off one lock of the 
wig, and then another and another, till at 
length, all declared that it might be lawfully 
worn upon a chriftian’s head,—excepting 
one fingle-diffentient, who farted a new 


J objetion by alledging, that wearing a wig 


was a violation of the decalogue, which fays, 








‘** Thou fhalt not make unte thee any graven 
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image, or any likene’s of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath.” 
The parfon, who hitherto had been filent, 
made the following cogent reply. ‘* Neigh- 
bour, faid he, when the wig came from the 
barber, your obje€tion might have been val- 
id ; but in its prefent ftate, I dety the nicef 
cafuilt to fhow, that it is in the likenefs ot 
any thing in heaven above, or in the earth 
beneath.’ —Hereupon the objeéter; after 
haying viewed the wig with fome f{uitable 
atténtion, candidly withdrew his objeétion. 

, Thus it will fare with the federal conftitu- 
tion of Government. It was formed by a 
boay of fages, with. Wafhington at their 
head ; and, after a long and patient delibera- 


. tion, it was adjufted aud finifhed in exa&t and 


comely proportions. —But people are not 
willing to give it a fair trial—Innovation is 
the rage of. the day. Indeed, there is no 
Conflitutian-maker im this country, fo fa- 
mous as the Abbe Seyes ; but Conflitution- 
cobblers are almoft as plenty as Shoz-cobblers, 


efpecially in-Virginia. 
The Legiflature of that State has very late- 
ly refolved to recommend it to all the States, 


to amend the federal Cénftitution, in fucha 
manner as would effentially alter its nature, 
by diminifhing the weight of che Senate and 
pegerivedly increafing that of the Houfe 
of mynedeniatizes in Congrefs. 

Ifthe federal Conftitution is fuffered ftill 


_ tobe clipped and new moulded, from time to 


time, by the rude hand and dull thears of 
innova'o’s, finally, and very /oon too, as 
exiws wig, it will exhibit the likenefs 
of 


hing that is in heaven above, or that} 


js in the earth beneath. 
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¥ FOR THE BALANCE. 


NOTES on tur NATURAL HISTORY 


OF KINDERHOOK. 
( Continued. ) 


LAKES or PONDS. 

BOUT two miles N. E. of Kinder- 
hook, bordering on Chatham, are three 
itul lithe Lakes, or Ponds. The larg- 
eftis, by the people, called Fifh-Late ; the 
next in fize has got the name of Round-Lake, 
and the third, that of Litt/e-Lake. The firft 
mentioned is about a mile and a quarter in 
fength, trom N, to S. and above a quarter of 

2 mile in breadth, from E.to W. 

_The Round Lake is about half a mile in 
circumference ; and the Little Lake not fo 
darge. They form a communication with 
gach other, and with Kinderhook creek.— 
The hed of the Lakes, in fome places, is grav- 
el, in others mud. In many parts of each 

d the waters are go leet in depth, and a- 

nd with fith; viz. yellow perch, eel, and 
other fe‘h water fith. 

A cuniiderable extent of the furface of the 

Lakes 1s covered with the pond weed. It 





floats on the furface, the under part of the 
leaf being in contaé with the water. It puts 
forth yellowifh bloffoms in the beginning of 
Auguft. The fith are fond of its fhade, efpe- 
cially the pickerel. 

The Lakes are almoft encompaffed on ev- 
ery fide with rifing hills, whofe woody tops 
rife one above another. Their branches are 
covered with trees and fhrubs. In the midfl 
of the largeft is a {mall ifland, which, viewed 
trom the hill, appears beautiful and pitiur- 
efque. All the objeéts of the fcene are natur- 
ally romantic, and well deferve a vifit from 
thofe whofe tafle has been formed for fuch 
enjoyment. . 

A Lady with whom I firfl vifited it, after 
viewing the whole, obferved, that no pencil 
could’ paint, nor words defcribe the delight- 
ful variety of objefts. We rode on horfe- 
back round the borders of the Lakes. and 
crofled over the ftream which unites two of 
them ; though we had much difficulty in af- 
cending and defcending fome eminences, 
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where the only paflage is between huge 
trunks of pine and oak, whofe branches form 
a‘folemn fhade. Our ride was in the eve- 
ning, arid nothing could exceed, in | ‘auty, 
the gentle beams of the fetting fun, which 
penetrated through the openings. 

In 1786 an Iron forge was ereéted on the 
ftream which runs from thefe Lakes. A 
mound of earth was raifed, and a fluice to 
confine tlie water, or fuffer itto flow at pleaf- 
ure. - It was allowed occafionally to rife fix 
feet’ above its natural level, overflowing the 
meadows, {wamps and borders of the Lakes 
whieh were covered with wood. 

The banks being overrun with noxious 
weeds and corrupted vegetables, and laid un- 
der water, by the influence of the intenfe 
heat of the fun, emitted peftiferous vapours, 
| and impregnated the air with unwholfome 
i exhalations, which, as far as they {pread, cre- 
ated an obflinate malignant fever, that proved 
fatal to many. 





The people imprudently re- 


‘|| mained on the {pot, and fought no medical 


‘aid. The banetul effeés of it extended two 
' miles in circumference, and fwept about 40 
_or 50 perfons from the ftage of life. 
It was complained of to the Grand Jury 
as a public nuifance. 
(To be continued ) 
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From the New-York Evening Poft. 


EXAMINATION 
OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
NUMBER F. 





N the rage for change, or under the flimu- 
lus of a deep-rooted animofity againft the 











ormet adminiftrations,or for the fake of gain- 


| ing popular favor by a profufe difplay of 
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extraordinary zeal for meter even our ju- 
diciary fyflem has not pafled unaffailed. 
The attack here is not fo open as that on the 
revenue ; but when we are told that the fates 
individually have ** principal’care of our per- 
fons, our property and our reputation ; con. 
ftituting the great field of human concerns ; 
and that therctore we may well doubt whether 
our organization 15 not toe complicated ; 
too expenfive, whether offices and officers 
have not been mu!tiplied unneceffarily and 
fometimes injurioufly to the fervice they were 
meant to promote ;’’ when afterward it is ob- 
ferved that * the Judiciary Syftem will of 
courfe prefent itfelf to the contemplation of 
Congre!s ;’”* and when it appears that pains 
had been taken to form and communicate a 
numerical lift of all the caufes decided fince 
the-firft eftablifhment of the courts, in order 
that Congrefs may be able to judge of the 
proportion which the inftitution bears to the 
bufinefs ; with all thefe indications it 1s not 
to be mifunderftood that the intention was 
unequivocally to recommend matéerza/ alter- 
ations inthe fyftem. 

No bad thermometer of the capacity of our 
Chief Magiftrate for government is furaifhed 
by the rule which he offers for judging of the 
utility of the Federal Courts; namely, the 
exaét number of caufes which have been by 
them decided. There is hardly any meonger 
fymptom ofa pigmy mind, than a propenfity 
to allow greater weight to /econdary than to 
primary confiderations. 

It ought at leafl to have been adverted to 
that if this ciremflance were a perfeét crite- 
rion, it is yet too early to apply it efpecially 
to the courts recently erefted: And it might 
have merited refle&tion, that it would have 
been prudent to wait for a more advanced 
period of the Prefidential term, to afcertain 
what influence the great change which has 
lately happened in our public fundlionartes 
may have on the confidence, which in many 
parts of the Union has heretofore been repo- 
fed in the State courts, fo as to prevent a pre- 
ference to thofe of the United States. 

But to enable us duly to appreciate the 
wifdom of the projeéted innovation, it is ne- 
ceflary to review the objeéts which were de- 
figned to be accomplifhed by the arrange- 
ment ct a Judiciary power as it is feen in the 
conflitution and to examine the organization 
which has been adopted to give effeé&t to 
thofe objeéts. 


It is well known to al! who were acquain- 


\ted with the fituation of our public affairs 


when the conftitution was framed, and it is to 
be inferred from the provifions of the inftru- 
ment itfelf, that the obje€ls contemplated, 
were, ift. To provide a faithful and efficient 
organ for carrying into execution the laws 
of the United States, which otherwife would 
bea dead letter. od. To fecure the fair in- 
terpretration and execution of our treaties 
with foreign nations. 91. To maintain har- 
mony between the. individual flates : not 
only by an independant and impartial mode 
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of determining controverfies between them, 
but by fruftrating the effeéts of partial laws 
in any one, injurious to the rights of the citt- 
zens of another. 4th..To guard generally 
againf{t the invafions of property and right by 
fraudulent and oppreflive laws of particular 
ftates enforced by their owntribunals. th. 
To guard the rights and conciliate the conf- 
dence of foreigners, by giving them the op- 
tion of tribunals created by and refponfible 
to, the general Sg ge which having 
the immediate charge of our external rela- 
tions, including the care of our national 
peace, might be expeéted to be more tena- 
cious of fuch an adminiftration of juftice as 
would leave tothe citizens of other countries 
no real caufe of complaint. 6th. To proteét 
reciprocally the rights and infpire mutually 
the confidence of the citizens of different ftates 
im their intercourfe with each other, by ena- 
bling them to refort to Tribunals fo conftitu- 
ted as to be effentially free from local bias or 
partiality. 7th. To give the citizens of each 
ftate a fair chance of impartial juftice thro’ the 
medium of thofe Tribunals, in cafes in which 
the titles to property might depend on the con- 
fli€ting grants of different ftates.—Thefe were 
the immenfely important objeéts to be attain- 
ed by the inflitution of an adequate Judiciary 
power inthe government of the United States. 
Nor did its inftitution depend upon mere {pec- 
ulative opinion, tho’ indeed even that would 
have been fufficient to indicate the expediency 
of the meafure: but experience had aétually 
in a variety of ways demonftrated its neceflity. 

The Treaties of the United States had been 
infratled by fate laws, put in execution by 
ftate judicatories. The right of property had 
been invaded by the fame means, in nume- 
rous inftances,as well with refpeét to foreign- 
ers as to citizens; as well between citizens 


of different flates, as between citizens of the. 


fame ftate. There were manv cafes in 
which lands were held or claimed under ad- 
verife grants of different ftates, having rival 
pretenfions; and in refpe& to which the lo- 
cal tribunals, even if not fettered by the lo- 
cal laws, could hardly be expeéted to be im- 
partial. In feveral of the ftates the courts 
were fo conftituted as not to afford fufficient 
afflurance of a pure, enlightened and inde- 
pendant adminiftration of juftice; an evil 
which in fome of them ftill continues. From 
thefe different fources ferious mifchiefs had 
been felt. The intereft of the United States, 
in their foreign concerns, had fuffered ; their 
reputation had been tarnifhed ; their peace 
endangered ; their mutual harmony bad been 
difturbed or menaced ; creditors had been 
ruined orin a very extenfive degree much 
injured ; confidence in pecuniary tranfac- 
tions had been deftroyed, and the’ {prings of 
induftry had been proportionably relaxed. 
To thefe circumftances, as much, perhaps, as 
to any other, that accompanied a defeétive 
focial organization, are we to attribute that 
miferable and proftrate fituation of our affairs, 
which immediately betore the eftablifhment 


be Balance. 
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of our prefent National Conffitution, filled 
every intelligent lover of his country with 
affli¢tion and mortification. To the inflitu- 
tions of a competent judiciary, little lefs than 
to any one provifion in that conttitution, is 
to be afcribed the rapid and falutary renova- 
tion of our affairs which fucceeded. 

The enumeration* of the component parts 
ot the Judicial power, in the cunttitution, has 
an evident eye to the feveral objeéts which 
have been ftated: And confidering their valt 
magnitude, no found politician will doubt 


tration, ought to be, how to give the greateit 


eflicacy to this effential part of the fyftem: | 


in comparifon with which the more or lefs 
of expence, muft be a matter of trivial mo- 
ment. The difference of expence between 
an enlarged and a contraéted plan, may be 
deemed an atom in the great {cale of nation- 
al expenditure. The fulfilment of the im- 
portant ends of this part of our conftitutional 
plan, though with but a {mall degree of addi- 
tional energy, facility, or convenience, muft 
infinitely overbalance the confideration of 
fuch diflerence of expentfe. 

The number of caufes which have been 
tried in thele courts, as already intimated, 
can furnifh but a very imperfeét teft by 
which to decide upon their utility or necefli- 
ty. ‘Their exiftence alone has a powes ful and 
falutary effeét. The liberty to ufe them, even 
where it is not often exercifed, infpires con- 
fidence in the intercoufe of bufinels. “They 
are viewed as beneficient guardians whofe 
protection may be claimed when neceflary. 
They induce caution in the ftate courts, and 
promote in them, a more attentive, if nota 
more able adminiftration of juftice. Though 
in fome diftriéts of the union the federal 
courts are feldom reforted to, in others they 
are ufed in an extenfive degree, particularly 
as between foreigners and citizens, and be- 
tween citizens of different ftates. 

That their organization throughout the U. 
States ought to be uniform, will not be de- 
nied ; and it is evident that it ought to be reg- 
ulated by the fituation of thofe parts in which 
a greater degree of employment denotes the 
court to be moft neceflary ; Ot confequence, 
ifthe quantity of bufinefs were at alla guide, 
the fcenes in which there isthe greateft em- 
ployment forthe federal courts, ought to fur- 
nifh the rule of computation: it ought not to 
be fought for in the aggregate of bufinefs, 
throughout the union.—In reference to this 
point, it is likewife material to obferve that, 


* Sec. WH. The judicial power thall extend to all ca- 
fes in laws and cquity, arifing undes this conftitution, 
the laws of the United States and treaties made, or 
which thall be made, under their authority ; to all cafes 
affeing ambefladors, other public minifters and confuls; 
to all cafes of admiralty and maritime jurifviGion ; to 
controverfies to which the United S ates fhail be a par- 
ty 5 to controverfics between two or more fates, be 
tween a ftate and citizens of another flate, be- 
tween citizens of different flates, between citizens of the 





| from the mannerin which the federal courts 
were conftituted, previous to the Jaft arrange- 
ment, the organization ot the flate courts 
was lo much better adapted to expedition, as 
to afford a Rrong motive tor giving them a 


preterence. The eftablifhment of circuit 
courts, as now modified, will vary that cir- 
cumftance, and therefore, attra&t more bufi- 
_nefs; but it is evident that, it muft Tequire a 
| courle of years, fully to exemplify ts opera- 





or in a fingle year. 


that the principal queftion, with the adminif- | to draw important inferences from the fhort 


tions, which cannot be feen in a few months, 
To attempt, therefore, 


ex perience hitherto 


puerile, 


had, is worfe thag 


LUCIUS CRASSUS. 
——0 AR RAL ABEIIQIOI—— 
‘Balance Closet. 
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DURING the feflion of Congrefs and of 
the ftate Legiflature, agreat proportion of our 
paper muft neceffarily be occupied by matter 
| of a political nature. Such only, however, 
| will be fele€ted, as is requifite for the diffu- 
fion of genera! information. It will ftill con- 
[tinue to be our aim to inform, as well as 
amufe. 











OUR readers are this week prefented Sin 
|Mr. Morris’s firft fpeech on the refolution 
‘ot Mr. Breckenridge. His fecond fpeech, 
‘which has extorted encomium, even from 


‘Democrats, is not vet received. 
| 


The printer of the Albany Regtfer, = 
‘bly fearing that the arguments of Mr. Mor- 
ris might have their due werght with af en- 
lightened community, has, in bis paper of laft 
Friday, reforted to his old and favorite tick 
of throwing dirt, and gravely declares that 
‘© Mr. Morris is the avowed advocate of 
| monarchy, and the ridiculer ot the republican 
| inftitutions of this country.” Thefe mali- 
cious tales will do but little harm; for, happt- 
| ly, nobody believes them. 





AntTnony Haswett, printer of the Ver- 
mont Gazette, calls Mr. Jefferfon’s mfage, 
“the frf# REPUBLICAN introduttory com- 
munication ever made to an American Con. 
grefs.” Thus has this democratic printer 
expofed his cloven foot. He fometimes at- 
feéts to revere the memory of WASHINGTON : 








| WASHINGTON was not a Republican. 
jare willing to grant that the introduétory 
‘communications ct former Prefidents were 


But he here tells us, in plain terms, that 
We 


totally unlike that of Mr. Jefferfon—yet we 


I believe Anthony Hafwell, of all others, the 
| leaft capable of judging which were the moi 


republican, 





It is ftated in a Wafhington paper, that 








| forty eight of the late Aetiors ot Prefident, 
-&c. and fifty four of the prefent members of 
|| Congrefs are natives of Vargrmza. 


fame ftate claiming lands under grants of different Rates, 


and be. ween a ftite, or the citizens thereof, and lorcign 
fiates, citizens ox fubyects. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES. 


 — 
SPEECH 
OF MR. BRECKENRIDGE, OF KENTUCKY, 
On introducing his refolution for repeating 
the Judiciary Law. 


HE fatéd, as his reafons for moving the refolution— 
rt. that the law is unneceflary, and was fo at its paffage, 
and and, that the courts and judges created by it, can 
and ought to be abelifued. 

In fupport of thefe pofitions, Mr. Breckenridge pro- 
ceeded as follows :— 

The decom before us thews, that at the paffage of 

Phis a&, the exifting courts, not only from their num 
ber, but from the fuits depending before them, were tul- 
ly competent toa fpeedy decifion of thofe fuits—Ic 
fhews, that on the rsth day of June laft, there were de- 
pending in all the Circuit Courts, (that of Maryland 
only excepted, whofe docket we have not been furnifh- 
with,) 1539 fuits. It thews that 8276 fuics of every 
, iption have come before thofe courts. in 10 ycars 
and upwards. From this it appears, that the annual av- 
erage amount of fuits has been about 8co. 

But fundry contingent things have confpired to (well 
the ¢ircuit court pe. ened in Maryland, Virginia, and 
in all the fouthern and fouth- weftern fates, a great num 
ber of fuits have been brought by Britith creditors ; this 
{pecies of controverfy is nearly at an end. 

In Pennfylvania, the docket has been {welled by prof- 
ecutions in confequence of the Weftern infurreAion, by 
the diflurbances in Bucks, and Northampton couptics ; 
and by the Sedition A@. Thefe I find amount in this 
State to 240 fuits. 

In Kentucky, non-refident land claimants have gone 
into the Federal Courts from a temporary convenience ; 
becaufe until within a year or cwo pat, there exifled no 
court of general jurifdictioa co extenfive with the whole 
State. 1 find coo, that of the fix hundred and odd fuits 
which have been commenced there, 195 of them have 
been profecutions under the laws ef the United States. 

In moft of the States there have been profecuticns un 
Ger the Sedition A@. This fource of litigation is{ truft 
for ever dried up. —And laftly in af the States a number 
of fuits have under the Excife law ; which fource 
of controverfy, will, { hope, before this fefliom tecmin- 
ates,bealfodried up. 

[Mr B. here ated, that notwichfauding thefe tem- 
porary fources, the fuits were decreafing in thofe court». | 

Could it be neceffary then to inc) cafe courts when fuits 
parole a ? ould it be neceflary to multiply judg- 

«es, when their duties were diminifhing ? And will I not 
be juftified in affirming, that the law was unneceifary, & 
that Con acted under a miftaken impreflion, when 
they multiplied courts and judges at a time when litiga 
tion was actually dccreefing. 

But, Sir, the decreafe of bufinefs goes a fmall way in 
fixing my opinion on this fabje&t. 1 am ivclined to 
think, that fo far from there having been a neceflity at 
this time for an increafe of courts and judges ; that the 
time never will arrive, when America will fland ianeed 

@f 38 federal judges, Look Sir, at your Cenfinution, 
fee the judicial power there configned to federal 
courts, and ferioufly afk yourfelf, can there be fairly ex- 
tracted from thofe powers fubjcéts of litigation fufficient 
for 6 fupreme and 32 inferior court judges To me 
it appears impoflibic. 

The judicial powess given to tle fedcral courts were 
néver intended by the Conftivution to embrace, exclu 
fively, fubjedts of litigation, winca could with propri- 
ery be left with the Stace courts. ‘I heir jurifdiction was 
intended principally to extend to great national and for- 
eiga concerns, Except cafesarifing under the laws of the 
United States, I do not ar prefent recolied, but three or 
four kinds in which their power ex:ends ro fubjcdts of 
litigation, 1 which private perfons only are coucerned 

And can it be peflid'e, that witha jurifdiQion embracing 
fo imall @ portion st age litijaion, in great part of 
which the State courts might, and ough, to participate, 
that we can fand in need of 38 judges ; aud expend in 


feticiary regulations the auuvai fui of 1 37,000 dol- 
$ 











No other country,whofe regulations | have any krowl- 
edge of, {urnifhes an example of a fyftem fe prodigst & 
extenfive. In England, whofe courts are the boaft, and 
faid to be the fecurity of the rights of the nation, every 
man knows, there are but 12 judges and 3 principal 
courts. ‘hefe courts embrace in their original or ap- 
pellate jurifdiGion almoft the whole circle of human con- 
cerns. ; 

The King’s bench and Common Pleas, which confitt 
of 4 judges each, entertain all the common law fuits of 
40s. and upwards, eapeating among 9 millions of the 
moft commercial people in the world. They n.oreover 
revife the proceedings of not only all the petty courts of 
record in the kingdom, even down to the courts of Pre- 
pondre; but alfo of the court of K'ng’s bench in Ireland ; 
and thefe fupreme courts, after centuries of experiment, 
are found to be fully competent to ail the bufinefs of the 
kingdom. 

I will now enquire into the power of Congrcfs,to put 
do. n thefe additional courts and judges. 

tft. As tothe Courts—Congrefs are empowered by 
the Conftitution “ from time to time, to erdain and ef- 
tablifh inferior courts.” The aé& now under confidera- 
tion, is a legiflative confrudtion of this claufe in the Con 
ftitution, that Congreis may abv/i/b as weil as create thefe 
judicial officers ; becaufe it does exprefsly in the 27th fece 
tion of the adt, aboli/s the then exifting inferior courts,for 
the purpofe of making way for the prefent. This con 
hrudtion Icontend is correét ; but it is equally perti- 
nent to my object, whether it be, or be not, If it be 
correat, then the prefent inferior courts may be abolifh- 
ed as conftitutionally as the laft ; if it be not, then the 
law for abolithing the former courts, and eftablifhing the 
prefent, was unconftitutional and confequently repeala- 
ble. 

But independent of this legiflative conftrution on 
which | do not found my opinion, nor mean to rely my 
argument, there is little doubt indeed, in my mind, as to 
the power of Congrefs on this law. The rf. fection of 
the 3d. art. vefts the judicial power of the United States 
in one fupreme court and /uch inferior courts as Con- 
grefs may from time to time, ordain and eftablith. By 
this claufe Congrefs may from time to time eftablifh in- 
ferior courts; butit is clearly a difcretional power, and 
they may not eftablifh them. The language of the Con- 
fiitution is very different when regulations are not lett 
difcretional, For example—“ The trial, fays the Con- 
ftitution, of all crimes, (except in cafes of impeachment) 
foall be by jury : Repretentatives and dire& taxes ball 
be applied according to numbers. Ali revenue bills 
foall originate in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, &c 
it would therefore in my view be a perverfion not ouly 
of language, but of intellect, to fay, that altho’ Cengrefs 
may from time to time eftablith inferior courts, yet when 
eftablifhed, that they foal! not be abolifhed by a fubfe- 
quent Congrefs pofiefling equal powers. It would be a 
paradox in legiflation. 

ad, Asto the Judges.—The judiciary department is 
fe conftructed as to be fufficiently fecured againft the im- 
proper influence of the executive or legiflative depart 
ments. The covrts are organized and eftablithed by the 
legiflature, and the executive creates the judges. Ecing 
thus organized ,the conftitution affords the proper checks 


to fecure their honefty and independence in office [t h 


declares they fhall not be removed from office during 
good behavior ; nor their falaries diminifhed during their 
continuance in office. FErem this it refults, that a jadge,af- 
ter his appointment, is totally out of the power of the 
Prefid:nt, and his falary iecured againft legiflative di 

minution, during bis continuance in ofice. The firk of 
thefe checks, which protects a judge in his office during 
good behaviour, applieste the Prefident only, who would 
vtherwile have poffeffed the power of removing him 
like all other officers at p'ea/ure ; and the other check 
forbidding a diminution cf their falaries, applies to the 
fegiflature only. ‘They ate two feparate anddiftin& checks, 
furnithed by the Conftitution againft two dittiné de- 
partments of the government; and they are the on/y 
ones which are or ought to have been furnifhed on ihe 
fubjce. : 

But becavfe the conftitution declares that a judge fhall 
hold his efice during good behavior, can it be tortured to 
mean, that ne fhall hold his office after it is abolifhed ? 
Can it mean, that his tenure fhould be limited by behav. 
ing wellin an office, which did not exif} ? Caa it mean 


+ that am office may exit althou 
Can it mean, in fhort, tbat the fhadow, to wit, the judge, 
| can remain, when the fubftance, to wit, the office, ig 
| removed ? It muft have intended ali thefe ablurditics, or 
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its durtes are extind ? 


it muft admit a conftruftion which will avoid them, 

That conftruftion obvioufly is, that a judge thould 
hold.an exifing effice, fo long as he did his duty in that 
office 5 and not that he fheuld hold an office that did nog 
exift,and perform duties not provided for by law. Had 
the conftruction which I contend againft been contem- 
plated by thofe who framed the conilitution, it would 
have been neceflary to have declared explicitly, that 
judges fhould hold their offices and falaries during good 
behavior. 

Such 2 conftruction is not only irreconcilable with rea- 
fon and propriety, but is repugnant te the principles of 
the conftirution. It is a principle of-our conftitution, as 
well as of common honefty, that no man_ hall receive 
public mency, but in confideration of pubic iervices— 
Sinccure offices therefore are not permitted by our laws 
or confitution. By this conftruion, complete finecure 
offices will be created ; hofts of conftitutional penfioners 
will be fettled on us, and we cannot calculate how long, 
‘I hisis really creating a new f{pecies of public debt ; not 
like any other of our debts, we cannot difcharge the 
principal at any fixed time. It is worfethan the defers 
red ftock ; for on that you pay an annual intercf only, 
and the principal isredeemable at a given period. But 
here, you pay an anaval principal, and that principal ire 
redeemable except by the will of Providence. {t may 
fuit countries where public debts arc confidered as pub- 
lic bieflings; for in thisway apeople might foon bee 
come iuperlatively b'effed indeed. 

Let me not be told, fir, that the falaries in the prefent 
cafe arcinconfiderable and ought not to be withheld ; 
and that the doStrine is not a dangerous one. I ate 
{wer, it is the principle! contend againft ; and if it is 
heterodox for one dollar, it is equally fo fora million. 
Butt contend the principle, if once admitted, may be 
extended to defiructive lengths. Suppofe it thould here- 
alter happen, that thofe in power fhou'd combine to 
provide handiomely for their fricnds, could any way fo 
plain, eafy and effectually prefent itfelf, as by creating 
courts, and filling them with thofe friends # Might not 
60 as well as 16, with falaries of twenty thoufand, in- 
ftead a two thoufand dollars, be provided for in thie 
way ? 

The thing J truft will not happen. It is prefuming a 
bigh degree of corrvpcion ; butit might happen under 
the conftru@ion contended for; as the conttitution pre- 
fumes corruption may happen in any d: partment of 
the government, by the checks it has furnifhed againft 
it 5 and as this conftructien does open a wide door for 
corruption, it is but fair reafoning to thew the dangers 
which may grow out of it ; for in the conftru@ion of 
all inftruments, that which will lead to inconvenience, 
mifehief or abfurdity ought to be sevided. This doc- 
trine has another difficulty to reconcile :—After the 
law is repealed, they are either judges or they are not. 
Ifthey are judges, they cam be impeached ; but for 
what? For mal-feafance in office only. How, { would 
afk, can they be impeached for mal-feafance in office, 
when their offices are aholifhed ? They are not offi« 
cers, but ftill they are intitled to the emoluments an- 
nexed to an office. Although they are judges, they can- 
not be guilty of mal-feafance, becaufe they have no of« 
fice, They are only gua judges fo faras regards the 
dutics, but real judges fo far as regards the falary. At 
muit be the /a/ary then, and not the duties which confti- 
tuteajudge. For my partI do not know under what 
clafs of things to range them, or what name to give 
them. They are not acknowledged by the letter, fpirit 
or genius of our conftltutien, & are to me non deferipts. 

There is another difficulty uxder this conftru@tion fill 
to encounter, and which aifo grews out of the conftitu- 
tion.— By the conflitution, a new ftate may be formed 
by the junction of two og more fates, with their aflent 
and thac of Congrefs. If this do@trine, once a judge 
an@ alwaysa judge be corre, what would you do in 
fuch an event, with the diftridt judgesof the trate who 
formed that junction ? Both would be unneceffary, and 
you word have in a fingle ftate, two judges of equal 
and corrupt jurifdiction ; or one a real judge with an of- 
fice,and another a quafi judge without an office, ‘I'he 
States alfo forming iuch juridiction, would be cqually 
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embarraifed with their State judges; for the fame con- 
fructien would be equally applicable to them. 

Upon this conftruction alfo, an infallibility is predica- 
ted, which it would be arrogance in any human inftitu- 
tion toaflume, and which goes to cut up legiflation by 
the roots. We theuld be debarred from that, which is 
indulged to us from a higher fource, and on fubjects of 
higher concern than legiflation, i mean a retraction 
from, and a correétion of our errors. On all other 
fubjccts of legiflation we are allowed it feems to change 
our minds, except on judicial fubjects, which offal oth- 
ers is the mok complex and difficult. 1 appeal to our 
own ftazute book to prove this difficulty; for in ten 
years Congrefs have pafled no lefs than 26 laws on this 
fubject. 

I conceive, fir, that the tenure by which a judge holds 
his office, is evidently bottomed on the idea of fecuring 
his honefty and independence, whilft exercifing his of- 
fice. The idca was introduced in England, to ceunter- 
act the influence of the crown over the judges; but if 
the conftruction now contendcd ior fhail prevail, we 
fhall in one miftaken imitation of this our favorire pro- 
totype cutitrip them; by eftablifiing, what they kave 
not, a jadicioligarchy ; for there, their judges are re- 
movable by a joint vote of Lords and Commons: Here 
ours are not removable, except for mal feafance in of- 
fice; which mal-feafance could not be committed, as 
they wou'd have no office, 

Upon the whole, fir, as allcourts under any free gov- 
ernment muft be created with an eye to the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice only ; and not with any regard to the ad- 
vancerientor emolument of icdividual men; as we have 
undeniable evidence before us, that the creation«” the 
courts now under confideration was totally unneceffary ; 
and as no government can, | apprehend, ferioufly deny 
that this legiflature has a right to repeal a law enacted 
by a preceding one, we will, in any event, difcharge our 
duty by repealing this law, and thereby doing all in our 
power to correct the evil. If the judges are entitled to 
their falaries, under the conftitution, our repeal will not 
affect them, and they will no doubt refort to their proper 
remedy : For where iucre isa confitutional right, there 
mui be a remedy, 


SPEECH 
OF MR. MORRIS, OF NEW-YORK. 

Mr. Prefident, | am fo very unfortunate, that the ar- 
guments in favor of the motion have confirmed my o- 
pinion, that the law to which it refers ought not to be 
repealed. The honorab‘e mover has refted his propoli- 
tion on ¢wo grounds 

tf. That the Judiciary law paff-d laf (cflion is unne- 
ceflary, and 

2. ‘That we havea right to repeal it and ought to 
exercife that right. 

The numercial mode of argument made ufe of to prove 
this, is perfectly novel, and commands my tribute of 
admiration. This is the firft time l ever heard the u- 
tilicy of courts of juftice eftimated by the number of 
fuits carried before them. | have read that a celebrated 
monarch of England,the Great Alfred, had enacted 
fuch laws, cftablifhed fuch tribunals, and organifed fuch 
a fyftem of police, that a purfe of gold might be hung 
up on the high way without any danger of being taken. 
Had the honorable gentleman from Kentucky exifted 
in thofe days he would perhaps have attempted tocon- 
vince old Alfred, that what he confidered as the glory 


‘of his reign, was its greateft evil. For by taking the un- 


frequency of crimes as a proof that tribunals were unne- 
ceflary, and thus bokily fubftituting effe& for caufe, the 


_ gentlemen might demonftrate the utility of an inftiga- 


tion by a fyftem of reafoning the moft fallacious, 

But, Sir,if with that poor meafure of ability which it 
has pleafed Godto give me,I march on that ground, 
which I have been accuftomed to deem folid, } fhould 
fay that in fo far as the terror of our judicial inftitutions 
prevented the perpetration of crimes, in that fame de 
gree are tho'e infticutions ufeful.—This would be my 
mode of reafoning, but for the wonderful difcovery 
made by the honorable mover of the refolution. 

We have been told of the great expence of the jadicia- 
ry—that it amouated to 137,000 dollars. And thus 
attributing the whole expeuce of the eltablifhmert co 
this partigular law, it has been allumed in argument that 
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to repeal the law would be to fave 437,0c0 dollars 
If the other arithmetical arguments of the gentlemen 
were equally corre&, his inference will be entiticd to 
but litHe attention. 

Of this fum, it appears from a report of the Secretary 
of the Treafury that 45,000 dollars are for the contin- 
gent expences of juries, witneffes, &c which ferves in 
fome meafure to fhew that it is expe&ied much bufinels 
will be a&tual'y done. 

The expenfe arifing under this law,that it is propofed to 
repeal, amounts to thirty thoufand dollars, exclufive of 
fifteen thoufand dollars eflimated for contingent, expen- 
fer, making together 45,000 dollars. But let us not 
fiint the allowance ; throw in a few thoufand more, 
and l*t the whole be flated at 51,000—z«pportion this 
fum among the people of the United States according to 
the cenfus lately taken, and you will find that each indi- 
vidual will pay juft one cent. And for this infignificant 
faving of a cent a man, we are called upon to give up 
ail that is vajuable to a natien 

One of the great purpofes of a government is to fe- 
cure the people from foreign invafion, Tobe ready to 
revel fuch invafion requires a great revenue and many 
officers become neceflary to colleét it. Such an invafion 
however, may or may not tzke place, If 1 jude from 
certain documents laid before us, thofe who adminifter 
our affairs have but little apprehenfion of that event. 
If then there be little or uo fuch danger, or if the people 
be fufficiently fecured againft it, what elfe have they a 
right to afk for in return for their money expended in 
the fupport of government? They have a right to all. 
for the protection of the law in proper courts of juftice, 
to fecure the weak againft the ftrong, the poor againft the 
rich, the oppreffed againft the opprefior. And is this 
little which they afk,to be denied? Are the means by 
which the injured can obtain redrefs, to be curtailed and 
dimin’fhed ? Much may be feared from armies—They 
may turn their {words againft our bofoms, they may cl- 
evate a chief to defpotic power. But what danger is te 
be apprehended from ap army of judges. 

Gentlemen fay, recur to the ancient fyftem, What is 
that fyftem ? Six judges ef the fupreme court to ride the 
circuit of America twice a year, and fit twice a year at 
the feat of government. Without enquiring into the 
accuracy of a ftatement made by the gentleman refpect- 
ing the courts of England, in which, I apprehend, he 
will find himfelf deceived; let me afk what would be 
the effects of the old fyftem here. Caft an eye over the 
extent of our country, and a moment’s confideration will 
fhew, that the firft magiftrate in fclecting a character 
for the bench, muft feck lefs the learning of a judge 
than the agility of a poft boy. Can it be poflible, that 
men advanced in years, for fuch alone cam have the ma- 
turity of judgment fitting for the office, that men edu- 
cated in the clofet, men who from their habits of life 
muft have more ftrength of mind than of body; isit! 
fay, poftible, that fuch men can be running from one end 
of the continent tothe other ? Or if they could, can they 
find time to hear and decide caufes? I have been told 
by men ef eminence on the bench, that they could not 


| hold their offices under the old arrangement. 


What isthe prefent fytem ? You have added to th: 
old judges feven diftrit, and fixtcen circuit judges. 
What will be the effect of the defired sepeal ? Will it 
not be a declaration to the remaining judges that they 
hold their offices fubje& to your wilkand pleafure ? And 


' what will be the refult of this? It will be that the check 


eftablifhed by the conftitution, withed for by the people, 


_ and neceflary in every contemplation of common fenfe, 


is deftroyed, it had been faid, and truly too, that gov- 


_ €rnments are made to provide againf the follies and vi- 


ces of men. For to fuppofe that governments reft upon 
reafoa, isa pitiful folecifm., If mankind were reafona- 
ble they would want no government. Hence checks 
are required in the diftribution of power among thofe 
who are to exercife it for the benefit of the people. Did 
the people of America veft all powers in che legiflature ? 
No. They had vefted in the judges a check intended to 
be efficient ; a check of the firft neceflity, to prevent au 
invafion of the conftitution by unconftitutional laws, a 
check which might prevent any faction from intimidat- 
ing or annihilating the tribunals them*lves. 

On this ground, faid Mr. Marris, I ftand to arred the 
vikory meditated over the conftitution of my couatry ; 


a victory meditated by thele who wih te proftrate that 
4 . 








conftitution for the furtherance of their own ambitio s 
views. Not of him whe had recommended this meaface, 
nor of thofe who now urge it, for on his uprightmefs 
and their uprightnefs | have the fullefi reliance, bat of 
thefe in the back gruund who have further and higher 
objeéts.—Thefe troops that prote& the outworks are to 
be firft difmiffed. Thofe pofts which prefent the ftrong- 
eft barriers arc fir so be taken, amd then the conflitu- 
tion becomes an ealy prey. 

Let us then, fecond.y, confider whether we have con- 
flitutionally a power to repeal this law. (Here Mr. 
Morris quoted the third art. and firft fection of the con- 
ftitution.) I have heard a verbal criticifm about the 
words fi2iland may, which appeared the more unnecef- 
{.1y to me, asthe fame word, fall, is applied to both 
members of the fection —For it fays “ the judicial pow’ 
er, &c. thall be vefted in one fupreme cout and fuch in- 
ferior courts asthe Congrefs may from time to time or- 
dain and cftablifh "—The legilature, therefore, hid 
without dcubt the ri, ht of determing io the firkt inftance, 
what inferior courts fhould be efladlithed; but whea 
eftablifhed the words are imperative, a pirt of the judi- 
cial power tha’) vet in them—And “ the igdges fa? 
hold their offices during good behaviour.” —** They 
fall receive a compenfation which fail nor be dim nifie 
ed during their continaance in office,’ Therefore, wheth- 
er the remarks be applied to the tenure ef office, or the 
quantum of compenfation, the conititution is equally 
imperative. After this expoftion, gentlemen are wel- 
come to any advantage to be derived from the criticalm 
on feall and may, . 

But apcther criticifm, which, but for its ferious e¢f- 
feds, | would call plevfint, has been made ; the amount of 
which is, you fhal! not ‘ake the man f.em the offict, but 
you may take the office rom the man:+ you fhall not 
drown him, but you may fink his boat under him; you 
fhail not put him to death, but you may take away his 
life. ‘The conftitution fecures to a judge his office, tays 
he thali held it, that is, it fhail not be taken from him 
during good be! avior; the legifla ure fhali not ciminifh, 
though their bounty may increafe,his fal ry; the conm- 
ftitution provides perfectly for the inviolability of his 
tenure; but yct we may deftroy the office which we 
cannot take away, as if the deftru&ion of the office 
would net ase ff:ctually deprive him of it asthe grant to 
an other perfon. It isadmitted that ne power derived 
trom the conflitutlon can deprive him of the office, and 
yet it is contended that by repeal of th: law that office 
may be deftroyed. Is not this abfurd? It had been faid, 
that whatever owe legiflature can co another cam utdo; 
becaufe no legiflature can bind its fucceffor, and therefore 
that whatever we make we can deftroy,—This I deny ca 
the ground uf reafon, and on thit of the conftitution. 
What ! can a man deftroy hisown children ? Can you 
annul your owa compacts ? Can you annihilate the mate - 
ionaldedt ? When you have by law created@a political 
exiflence, can you by repealing the law d flolwe the cor- 
peration you had made ? When by yout laws you give 
to an individual any right whatever, cau you by a fub- 
fequent law rightfully take it away? No. When you 
make a compact you are bound by it. When you make 
a promife you muft perform it. Eftabliéh the contrary 
do&trine and what follows? ‘The whim of the moment 
becomes the jaw of the land ; yeur country will be look~- 
ed upon as a den of robbers; every benefit man will dy 
your fhores. Who will tru you when you are the firk 
to violate your own contrads ? The pokition, therefore, 
that the iegiflature may rightfully repeal ewery law 
made by a preceding Iegiflature, when, tefted by rea- 
fon, is untrue; and it is equally untrue when compared 
with the precepts of the conftitution ; for what does che 
conftitution fay ? “ You thali make no <i pe facto law.” 
—lIs met this an ex po? facto law ? 

Gentlemen fay the fyftem of the laff (cflionis mere 
theery, For argument fake it thal be granted ; and 
what then is the language of reafou * Try it——put it to 
the teftof experience. What re{pect can the people have 
for a legiflacure that, without reflsction, meets bat to un- 
do the ads of its predeceffors. Is it prudent, is it de- 
cent, even if the law were unwite, thus to commit er 
reputation and iheirs? Is it not highly dangerous te call 
upon the people to decide which of us are fools—for one 
of us muft be. 

And what would be the effe@ en the injured man 
who fecks redsefs :2 a court of juitice, and whem, 67 
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this repeal, you thall have deprived of hie right? You 
have faved him a miferable cent, and you have perhaps 
utterly ruired him. 

But the honorable mover of the refolution has told us 
not only what is, but what istobe. He hastold 's not 
only that fuits have decreafed but thit they will de- 
creafe, and, relying on his preconcéption, informs us that 
the internal taxes will be repealed; and grounds the 
e iency of repealing the judiciary law on the anm- 
hilation of thefe taxes. Thus taking for granted the 
non-exiftence of a law that yet exifts, he infers f-om its 
defruftion, and the confequent ceffation of tuits under it, 
the inutility of the judicial eftablifhment. And when 
he has carried his prefent poie’, and broke down the ju- 
diciary fyftem, he wi I tell us that we may as well repeal 
the internal taxes becaufe we have no judges to enforce 
the colle&ion of them. 


But what will be the effet of thefe rcp2als, and of all 
thefe cifmiffions from office ? | impeach not the motives 
of gentlemen who advocate the meafure. In my heart 
} believe them to be upright. But they fee not the con- 
fquences——We are toid th: States want and ought to 
have more power. We are told that they are the legit- 
imate fources from which the citiz:n is to derive pro- 
teftion.—Their judges are, I fuppofe to enferce our 
jaws—Judges appointed by State authority, fupporred 
hy State f lary, and looking for promotion to State in- 
fluence, or dependent upon State party. Therearefome 
honorable gentiemen now pref nt, who fat in the Con- 
vention which formed ‘his Conftitation. 1 appeal to 
their recolleAion, have they not feen the time when the 
fate of America was fufpended by a hair; my life for 
it, if another Convention be aflembled they will part 
with: ut doing any thing—Never in the flow of time 
was there a moment fu prop'tious, as that in which the 
Convention eflembled. The States had been convinced 
by melancholy ‘experience, how inadequate they were to 
the manrgement of our national concerns. The paflions 
of the people were lulled to fleep—State pride flumber 
¢d—The Conftitntion was promulgated—and then it a- 
woke; and oppofition was formed —but it was vain 
The people of America bound the States down by this 
compal. 

One great provilion of the Conftitution, a provifion, 
that exhibited the fublime fpedtacle of a great State 
bowing before the tribunal of juflice, isgone! Another 
pearing Somme is now to be removed, You are teld, 
you mult look to the States for protection ; your inter- 
nal revenues are to be [wept away ; your fole reliance 
muft reft upon commercial duties—In tis reliance you 
will be deceived. But what isto be the effec of all 
thefe changes ? 1 am afraid to fay— I will leave it to the 
feelings and cenfciencee ef gentiemen. But remember, 
the moment this Union is diffolved, we thall no longer 
be governed by votes, 


Examine the annals ot hiftory, lock into the records 
of time, fe what hes been the ruin of every republic ? 
The vile love of popularity Why are we here? To fave 
the eople from their greateft enemy ; to fave them from 
themfelves. What caufed the ruin of the republics of 
Creece and Romie? Démagogues, who by flattery 

















ag the aid of the populace to eftabih defpotifm. © 


et if you will fhut your eyes to the light of hiftory, 
and your earsto the voice of experience—fee at leaft 
what has happened in yorr owntimes, In 1789, it was 
mo longer a doubt with enlightened Statefmen, what 


wouk! he the event of the French revolu:ion ; before the | 


firft of Japuary, 1790, the on'y queftion was, who would 
become the defpot. The word Liberty, indeed, from 
that day to this, had founcei in our ears, but never had 
any real exiflenc: ; thére is nothing left but the word. 


Weare now about to violate the Conflitution. Once 
touch it with unhellowed hands. facrifice but one of its 
provifions, and we ate gone. We comniit the fate of 
Amiersga to the mercy oi time and chatice. 


Mr. Morris concluded hy recapitulating his arzu- | 


ments. A contra, faid he, is made between the gov- 
ernment and the Judge—The legiflature fires his falary 
wie accepts the office. The contra@ iscomplete. He 
is then under the prote&t’on of the Confirution, which 
neiher the Prefident nor Congrefs can infringe. Can 
you violate it? {ff you cam, you may throw thie Cenfti- 
tutien in o the fl mes—it is gone, it is dead, 


he Balance, 


State Legislatute. 


Cem EE 

ON Tvefday !aft, a fafficient number of mem ers to 
| form a quorum in the Affembly met. Thomas Storm 
was chofen Speaker, James Van Ingen, Clerk, Ephraim 
Hust, Sergeant at Arms, and Benjamin Whipple, Door- 
Keeper. . 

At 12 0'cloek the Governor met the two Houfes in 
the Affembly Chamber, and delivered the following 


SPEECH: 


Gentlemen of the Senate and A [[embly, 


CANNOT refrain, at this firft opportunity prefented 

me for meeting the Legiflature, from congratulating 
you upon the flourifhing condirion of the United States. 
Under an Adminiftration, extenfively pcM-¥ ng, and 
highly meriting, the public confidence, we have reafon 
to believe, that the external and mutual relations of the 
States will command every proper attention, and en- 
gage every proper fupport. 

Qur participation with our fifter States in the gener- 
al profperity, eught not, however, to diminifh our exer- 
tions in cultivating thofe peculiar advantages with 
which we are favoured by the Supreme Difpenfer of all 
good; and in obeying the injunétion of the Conftitu- 
tion to recommend fuch matters to the confideration of 
the Legiflature as fhall appear to concern “ the good 
government, welfzre, and profperity of the State,’’ I feel 
confident that nothing in your power will be wanting 
for the promotion of thofe important obj:cs. 





ticular attention. Cla'msto a confiderable amount, a- 
*rifing from monies borrowed, and other fourees, cxift a 

gainft the State,and have induced a refort to taxation 
for the latwo years. The demands ought to be fatisti 
ed asearly as a due regard to general convenience will 
admit : and confidering our refources, there is reafon to 
helieve, that they could have been foon extinguifhed 
without laying any additional burthens on our conftitu- 
ents, were it not for the engagement to expend in forti- 
fications a very large fum, fuppofed to be due to the Uni- 
ted States. How far this balance was originally juft, or 
how far it will or ought to be exacted froma this State ex 
c ufively, are queftions which it is not within my prov- 
ince to decide. The proceedings under the act, provi- 
ding for the extinguifhment of this demand, will be 
laid before you ; and if the public exigencies fhall re- 
q ire a continuation of taxes, I fubmit to the Legifiature, 
whether a revifion of the fyftem will not be indifpenfa- 
ble, in order to render afc flments more equal and juft, 
collections more fpeedy and cperative, and both lefe ex- 
penfive 

In taking a review of the refources of the Strate, and 
in devifing approppriate improvements, a variety ef fub- 
jets will necefiarily engage your attention. 

The c’aims of dower by widows of attainted perfons, 
have 2ffomed fo feriovs an 2fpe&t, that the Commiffion- 
ers,appointed by law for their liquidation and fettlement, 
deamed it expedient at the Jaft feflion,to fubmit them to 
the decifion of the Legiflature; and as nothing was de- 
finitively arranged at that period, a great number of 
fuits have been commenced againft perfons deriving ti- 
tle from the State. While the honor of the State de- 
mands that all proper claims fhould be fatisfied, an at- 
tention to public oeconomy equally requires that the 
Treafury fhould be guarded againft improper or frau- 
dulent demands. Jn the courfe of the feflion this fubje@ 
will, no doubt, receive an attention commenfurate with 
its importance. 

‘The benevolent views of Government, in fubftitutiny, 
to a certain extent, the pumifhment of imprifonment in- 
ftead of death, has been in a great meafure realized, as 
far as we can judge from experience : But it may be well 
worthy of confideration, whether the expences of the ef- 
tablifhment have not been unneceffarily furcharged, by 
confining in the State Prifon petty offenders, tentenced 
to 8n imprifonment exceeding a year,and whether every 
ufeful ebj:& would not be equally well attained, and at 
the fame time, a confiderable expence in conveyance & 
maintenance, fayed by a different regulation with ref- 
pect te thisclafs of offenders. When on this fubjeét, it 





may be proper to obferve, that 2s the eflablifhment of a 


; military guard hae been deemed cflential for fecurity a- H ‘ome of the counties, are oaly partially reprefented, owe 


The fituation of our Finances will demand your par> 
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| gaint efcares, it is neceMary that fome definitive fy ten 
of difcipline and government fhould be prefcribed, tg 
give efficacy co that inftitution. 

It is to be regretted, that the feffions of the Legiflas 
ture fhould be protracted by the con&deration of claims, 
which have been frequent!y decided againft. As if ime 
portunity would enfure fuccefs,and as if frequency of 
application wou:d eventually weary into compliance, the 
attention of the Legiflature has been too much diverted 
from important obj:és of public policy, by applications 
which have been renewed from feffion to feflion. The 
right of petitioning is a facred right,but its abufes ought 
not to be countenanced ; fome remedy for this evil 
would be highly expedient, if the nature of the cafe can 
admit ef one without a collifion with an cflential righe 
of every citizen. 

The provifion in the a& concerning Slaves and Sery. 











—— 











. fiderable profit 
our fellow.citizens with a neceflary article of life, an 


ants, authorizing the owners of Slaves, under certain 


' ¢ reumftances, to abandon th«m to the flate, will prove 
, afource of growing expence,and will require particular 


interference : And I feel happy in the perfuafion thatthe 
reafonable claims of individuals may be ful y attended 
to, in this cafe, without invading the rights of humanie 
ty or the pecuniary interet!s of the State. 

The fituation of the Salt Springs, alfo deferves your 
attention . Hitherio they have been a fource of incon. 
In 2:ccommodating a large portion of 


important obje& is indeed attained ; the benefirs of 
which weuld, however, be enhanced, if, at the fime 
time, an additional revenue could accrue to the public ; 
and there is reafon to believe that this would be the 
refwlt, under proper regulation ard management. 

In your deliberations on the fubject of public difburfe- 
ments, feveral fubordinate foints will prefent thems 
felves to your confideration. As the duties of the five 
Jucgesof the Supreme Curt have, for fome time paft, 
been performed by a lefs number, an adequate compene 
fation, for this extraordinary fervice, appears to be juft & 
reafenable; and can be made without excecding the ufu- 
al expence of the department 

It has been fuggefled, that tite impofition of certain 
fees, upon lucrative Commiffions, and valuable Grants, 
would defray the expences of the Secretary’s Office, 
And, asthe laws ofthe United States have impefed :he 
duty of reviews on the Brigade Infpefors, an abridg- 


ment of the expence and labor, and confequently, a re- 


du&ion of the compenfation of the Adjutant-General, 
may be found expedient. 

The importance of a well regulated Militia, as moft 
congenial with the (pirit of our free government, as in a 
great meafure fuperceding the neceflity of Standing Ar- 
mics, and as augmenting the power and re{peGability of 
the nation, is fo obvious and fo great, that toe much at- 
tention can hardiy be devoted to this ineftimable obje&. 
A generalrevifion of the fyftem, appears to me tobe ef- 
fential, Contrarieties exift between the laws of the U- 
nited States and this State, which impede and embarrafs 
the proceedings vaderthem. A fufficient difcretion is 
net left in the formation and organizatien of new corps, 
or in the reduction of thofe already eftablifhed, accord- 
ing to circumftances ; and the law requires the aid of 
additional fanctions, to render it efficient. It may be 
proper here to mertion, that the State has expended 
large fums in the purchafe of cannon, fma!l arms, and 
military ftores ; and that no adequate provifion is made 
for their due prefervation ; and, unlefsthis is f{peedily 
and effef@tually done, tho’e expenditures will be, in a 
great mea‘ure, rendered ufclefs, as will particularly ap- 
pear by the report of the Commiffary of Military Stores, 
which willbe deliveredto you. Our Conftitutien cor- 
templates the eftablifhment of well fu rplied Magazines 
and Arfenals, inevery county of the State ; if this can- 
not be literally complied with, itis furely our duty to 
endeavour to conform to the fpirit of the egovifion. 

1 have direQed th: Secretary to lay before you the 
proceedings of the Convention, and the Cenfus, taken 
under the authority of this State. New apportionments 
of the rc prefentatien in the Senate and Affembly wiil be 
required under them,as welJ asan alteration in the dif- 
tricts for eleling reprefentatives to the Congrefs of the 
United States, in confequence of our increafed reprefens 
tation in that body. 


When I obferve that one of the great diftri@s, and 
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ing to vacancies, occaGoned by death or otherwile, and 
that no provifion exits for fupplying the deficiencies, I 
cannot but regret that this fubj:¢l has not h therto re- 
ceived the attention of the Legflature. 

The advantages refulting to the Agricultural and 
Commercial intercfts of the State, from facilitating the 
means of communication between d ffcrent parts of the 
country, have been heretofore acknowledged in ti.e lib- 
eral grantscf the Legifliture. Large foms have been 
granicd for making canals, improving our naviyable 
waters, ercéting bridges and opening roads ; and the 
attention of the government has receutly been particu 
Jarly drawn to the incorporation of Turnpike Comipa- 
nis. The fuperintending and foftering care of the Le- 
gifl.cure is hill neceflary to extend the public utility of 
purfuits of thienature ; but if future incorporations of 
"Turnpike Companies fhould be deemed expedient, it may 
be worthy of confideration whether former ones hive 
been fuffi:iently guarded in preferibing the original lay- 
ing out of the roads in a manner moft fub/ervient tothe 
public convenience, and whe:her a fummary mode ouxht 
not to be prefcribed to exact a compliance from thofe 
companies with the intentions of Government. 

The fyfem for the encouragement of common Schools 
having been difcontinued, and the advantages to morals, 
religion, liberty, and good government, arifing from the 
general diffufion of knowledge, being univerfally admit- 
ted , permit me to recommind this fubject to your de 
liberate attention The failure of one experiment for 
the attainment of an important object, ought not to 
difcourage other attempts 

Such other matters as may be deemed worthy of your 
notice, will be commuricated in the courfe of the {i flion, 
as ufual, by meffage. 


Gentlemen, 


When we rcfie& on the rapid progrefs of our popula- 
tion ; on the extenfion ef our fettlements ; on the flour- 
ifhing condition of our agriculture and commerce ; on 
the progrefs of religion,literature, and ufeful knowledge, 
and on the general profperity of our fellow-citizens ;— 
we cannot burt acknowledge, with humble gratitude the 
benign difpenfations of Divine Providence in gran'ing 
usa free repref ntative Government, which may be 
confidered as the principle fource of the diftinguifhed 
bleflings we enjoy. Let it then be our care, as it is our 
duty, tocherifh the principles of a government which 
has produced fo much good. Let us guard againft eve- 
ry encroachment or deviation, and unite in every effort 


torender it perpetual, 
GEO : CLINTON. 
Albany, Fanuary 26th, 1802. 





On Wednefday a rcfolution was moved by D. Ten 
Broeck, that the houfe immediately preceed to nominate 
and appoint a Council of Appointment. ‘The motion 
was negatived, 55 10 23. 














Be it our weekly tafk, 
To note the paffing tidings of the times. 


>> PP>P> BOOK CLK 


Hudson, February 2, 1802. 


—--- 


Several attemsts have recently heen made to fet fire 
to Bofton. ‘Lhe inhabitants are much alarmed. 





An account has been received at the fouthward, that 
Touffainet Louverture, Governor at St. Domfhivo. has 
- S . 
been caught by -the blacks and burrt a'ive, 


Ic is 
fincere’y hoped that this news may prove untrue, 
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All nature muft 
Return to duft.” 
OLD EPITAPA. 


On Tucfday, the 19th ult. the refolution of Mr. Brac- 
kenricge, for the appointment of a cem mittee to bring 
in a bill to repeal! the Judiciary Law paff:d Jaf feflion of 
Congrefs, was carried in the Senate of the United States 
by 2 majority of Two. 

P.evious to the queflien being taken, Mr. Calhoun 
and others fpoke agaiuft the motion. Mr. Calhoun is 
a new member from South-Caro!ina, and has been con 
fiJered asa democrat. In this inftance, however, he has 
ftood forth, with the Federalifts, in fupport of the con- 
flitution. If, theretore, he is a democrat, he feems un- 
willing to mmmolate che confitution on the altar of par- 
ty fpirit. Mr. Calhoun in the courfe of his obfervations 
adduced many argumentsto prove the unconftitutionality 
and inexpediency of adopting Mr. Bra:kenridge’s refo- 
lution, 2fter which he offered avother ref lution, the fub- 
flance of which was to have a committee appointed to 
fee whether any and whar alterations are neceffiry in 
the federal judicia! fyftem. Mr. Calhoun g:ounded the 
propriety ot thisrcfolution by obferving that, for his 
own part he conceived the direét repeal of the law paff- 
ed laft winter as a violation of the conftitution, that the 
Sena’e were themfelves nearly equally divided in their 


| epiniens whether this repeal were or not, a violation of 
| the conftitution , that thoufands and thoufanes out of the 
| Senate, whatever might be their political fentiments, 


were of the fame opinion; that it appeared to be the 
w.th of thofe, who favored the repeal of the law of lait 
fellion, to m:ke alterations and amendments, and that 
the refolu:ion he would offer would fubfcrve every pur- 
pofe wifhed by them, awd wou'd fave the con itu tod. 


Mr, Burr then informed Mr. Calhoun that fuch a ref- 


olution would not then be inorder Mr. Dayton obvi- 
ated this difliculty by propofing an amendment to the 
refolution of Mr, Brackenridge, by ftrik ng out the word 
repeal, and i:ferting the words revife and amend, The 
yeas and nays were demanded on thi: amendment, whsa 


| there appeared in favor of the amendment 





Againf it 
Meffrs, Ch'pman Meffrs, Anderfon 
Ca houn Baldwin 
Dayton Breckenridge 
D. Fofter Brewn 
Hillhoufe Cocke 
Howard Elicry 
Jon. Mafon T. Fofter 
Morris Franklin 
O!cott j-ckfon 
Sheafe ' Logan 
Tracy 8. f. Mafon 
Wells Nicholas 
White 433 Stone 
Sum pter 
Wrght 5 


On the main qreftion, whether the refolution fhou'd 
be agreed to, the’ yeas and nays were exactly reveried 

The Wafhington Federalift, from which the fubftance 

of the above ftatement is copied, adds, 
_ “ For the prefent we fhail only fay, that we conceive 
it to have been highly henorary to Mr, Calhoun to have 
wathed his hands from this musder of the conftitrtion ; 
the amend:nents to the refolution would have anfwered 
every purpole, pretended to be wifb:d hy the advocates of 
the refolution, yet was it rejesied. The conftitution is 
how a mere old womiat’s fiory ; its cvanefcent authority 
will foon be forgotten. 

‘* A biil muft be brought in to repeal the Jaw of the 
lat feffion, which will probably uadergo much debate in 
the Senaze, and more in the houfe, the expenie of which 
to the United States will probaby be three times as much 
as the pretended'y unneceflary expences of the newly 
eftablifhed Judicia: ym We forbear at prefent——The 
time wil. foon be here when fech comments on this fu- 


n-ral of our covflitution will be read, as are written ir 
blood.”’ 
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¢ Subfcriber, being abeut to re'ings th the Sas 

dling Bufinef:, wilaes to difpo’e of fuch articics ap- 
pertaining tothat line, as now remain om hand, confiit- 
ing ofan aflortment of gentlemen's and ladies 


Saddles, Bridles, Harneffes, &c. 


befides an exterdive fupply of 


Saddler’s Ware. 


He has alfo on hand for fale, a very handf{ome affort- 
ment of 


Paper-Hangings and Borderings, 


and an invoice of 
Englifh Goods. 
All of which he offers for Sale very low for Cath. 
John Swift. 


Hutfon, Feb, 2, 1802. 5 


FOR SALE, by 
Walter Johnfon, C.B. 


3d proof Rum, by the hog fazad 

Port-au Prince Molaffes do, 

Brown Sugar by the barrel 

ladia do _ by the bag. 

Teneriffe, Malaga and Lifoon Wine, by the « 
ter Cafk 

Pickled Coifith, by the barrel 

Dry do, by the quintal. 

Huifon, Feb. 4. 1894, 5 


Bankruptcy. 
\ HEREAS a Commiffion of Bankruptcy, under the 
hand and feal ef the Honorable Egbert Beufon, 
Efq.- Chief Jutge of the Circuit Court of the United 
States, in and for the fecond ciccuit, is awarded ageing 
Gideon Cafile, jun. and Elijah Hait, lat: of the city of 
Hudfon, merchants and traders in company ; and they 








| being declared bankrupts, are hereby required to fur- 





/ 
i 
‘ 
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render themfelves to us the underfigned Commuffioner 
on Thuriday the fourth and on Saturday the thirteenth 
and on Tu fday the twenty-third days of February next, 
at ten o'clock im the forenoon of each day, at the noufe 
of Stephen Hendrickfon, Inn-holder, in the town of 
Poughkeepfie, and make a full difcovery and difclofure 
of their eftate and eff.As, when and where the Credicors 
are to come prepared to prove their debts, and at the fe- 
cond meeting to choofe affignees; and ar the laft ineete 
ing the faid bankrup’s are required to finith their exame 
ination, and the creditors are to aflunt or d.ff:nt from 
the allowance of the certificate. 


All perfons indebted to the faid 


bankrupts, or that have any of their effets, are nct to 


pay or deliver the fame but to whom the jaid Commif- 
fioners fhall appoint. 


enry Livingfton, 
Garritt B. Van Nets, 
Peter W. Radcliff. 


Poughheepyic, January rod 1802. 3: 6w. 
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Patent Air-Pump 


VENTILATOR. 


S the fubfcriber has obcained a Patent for this in- 
vention, he propofes to difprfe of Patent Rights, 

on the following terms :—For every veil! ef one han- 
dred tons or under, Ten Dollars; and for every vw ffej 
of one hundred tons or over, Ter Cents pet ton. A 
copy of a veifzl’s regifter, attefted, by a cultom houfe of- 
ficer, will be fufficient evidence of the faid veffe!’s ton- 
nage. Every pvent righ: fhall have a drawing and 
defcription of the machine annexed. Letters directed 


| tothe fulfcriber (poft.paid) will be duly at ended to. 


Richard Robotham, 


Patentze. 
Hudfon, 180%. 32 tf 
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FORTUNE. 


BY A YOUNG LADY. 





F ontune, who blames thee not ? the rich....the poor. 
"Ihe man who begs, or who commands thy ftore; 

The high, the low, the humble and the great, 

Who hoard thy treafure, or thy favors wait... 

All,...all alike, thy partial] bounty blame, 

Yet all thy vot’ries partial bounty claim. 


Smile once, fweet Goddefs, cries the enameur’d fwain ; 
Oh! let not all my prayers be fpentin vain, 
Give but the lovely Stella to my arms, 


» For the, ye gods....for the has folid charms, 


The jolly widower, whom a month ago 
We {aw half drown’d in floods of rea) woe, 
to recruit his purfe, and cheer his life, 
s Fortune to beftow a brilliant wife ; 
One who in diamonds and ip rubies thines 
And vies in worth with Peru’s golden mines, 


The nymph, whofe morning's toil, whofe evening care 
Spreads for the man of wealth the fubtle fnare ; 

For him adjufts cach look, «flumes each grace, 

And calls forth every charm from Beauty’s [acess 
fay, is it Happincfs fhe has in view, 

Or, lsughing Fortune, does fhe honor you? 


The Poet too, whofe folt, whofe fing-fong lay 
Carols the rifing, or declining day ; 

Whofe cheerful ftrains falute the welcome {pring, 
Or penfive numbers mourn her on the wing ; 

E’re he implores the affiftance of the Nine, * 
Claims Fortune's {miles, and worfbips at her fhrine, 
The puff of praife folicits of the dame, 

*Tis all he atks....the empty breath of fame. 

Ev’n this the fickle Goddefs oft denies... 

Derides their with, and gives the wind their fighs. 


M$Ponitorial Department. 
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To aid the caufe of virtue and religion. 


The following excellent fentiments are extracted from 
the ace of h's exeellency Govcrnor Sti ong, to the 
Legi of Maffechufetrs at the commencement of 
their prefent fefion, Such {cntiments do honor to the 
firt magiftrate of one of the moft enlighened States of 
the enien ; end are evixcive of that love of orp &aB- 
178, which is fo predominant in New-England. 
Ed. Pal. 

“ THE profperity of the people is infepa- 


rably connefted with purity of manners, and 





| itation by thofe of moderate fortunes, and 
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their pra€tice of the moral virtues ; when 
thefe become extin& their happinefs . will be 
atanend. The increafe of wealth in Re- 
publicks has often endangered the virtue of 
the people ; fo long as it is 7 for 
ufeful purpofes, it contributes to the ftrength 
and fecurity of the ftate ; but thofe who have 
obferved its effe&t in other nations, will per- 
ceive the importance of guarding againft the 
abufe of it; left a departure from the fimplic- 
ity of ancient manners, fhould be followed by 
criminal Juxury and diffipation, and the lols 
of moral and religious principles. 

‘‘If wealth introduces a vain profufion in 
the various modes of expence—if it excites 
an eagernefs for diffolute pleafures and frivo- 
lous amufements, it will corrupt the manners 
and vitiate the tafte of the people, and lead 
them into criminal excefles of every kind ;— 
the rich will be confidered as patterns for im- 


thefe will be followed by others of ftill lefs 
ability ; and thus many will ruin themfelves 
by a profufion for which no one will feel 
himfelf obliged, or willfupport their extrav- 
agance by unworthy pra€tifes, and make good 
by fraud and rapacioufnefs what is lavifhed 
in vanity ; in either cafe, ifthe evil is exten- 
five, the ruin of the ftate becomes inevitable. 

“We ought then to be folicitous, to preferve 
the habits of induftry and temperance in 
which we have hitherto profpered, and to 
infpire our fellow-citizens with a love for the 
frugality of primitive manners.” 


OC 
Agricultural, 


HE founders of Rome, that afterward 

became the proud mitrefs of the world, 
were a horde of Shepherds, The men, (for 
there was not a woman among them,) with 
their oxen, cows and fheep, tents and bag- 
gage, were huddled together in a naufeous 
confufion, on the very {pot where imperial 
Rome has fince flood, for thoufands of years. 
Their firft obje& was, to get them wives: 
and as Romulus and his tollowers knew , 
themfelves to be fuch a dirty, rafcally crew, 
that any decent women would fpurn their | 
courtfhip, they proclaimed a great [eaft, to | 
which they invited the neighboring people, | 
women as well as men, and, at the clofe of | 
the feftival, they rufhed with drawn fwords | 
upon their guefts, and, each man feizing a | 
girl, they forcibly detained and married them. | 
Notwithftanding this unpromifing beginning, | 
the defcendants of thofe rude fhepherds, lay- | 
ing afide the croof, and becoming induftri- 
ous farmers, were famous, as well for their 
private and domettic virtues as for their patri- 
otiim. Such were their /leady habits, that, 
during the long period ot five hundred years 
from and after the foundation of the Repub-. 
lic, there did not happen a fingle inftance of | 
divorce, although, in the mean time, every | 
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hufbaud had it in his power to divorce his 
wife at his pleafure. From the time that the 
uncivilized fhepherds became tillers of the 
ground, till the fatal period when Roman 
conquefts introduced the empoifoning lux, 
uries ot Afia, the Romans were remarkable 
for their virtuous fimplicity. They were al} 
practical hufbandmen. They were fatisfied 
with a mere competence, and nobody afpir. 
ed after riches. o drone was fuffered in 
the general hive. There was not a man in 
the whole Commonwealth, that thought it 
beneath him to till his ground with his own 
hands. 

When a Roman army was befieged in their 
trenches, Cincinnatus, (with whom Wabh- 
ington has been often compared,) was 4p- 
pointed by the Senate to be their command. 
er: and the meffenger that brought Cincin- 
natus his commiflion, found him ploughing 
in the field. This noble-minded farmer, 
whofe bravery equalled his induftry, inflant- 
ly left his plough, went to the army, defeated 
the enemy, entered the city of Rome in tri- 
umpbh, and then refigned his commiffion and 
returned to his plough. 

In the times of Roman fimplicity, a law 
of the Commonwealth enaéted, that no man 
fhould own more than feven jugera (about 
four acres and a half) of land: and when an 
offer was made by the government to Marius 
Curius, that in confequence of his great pub- 
lic fervices, the law would be difpenfed with 
in his favor, fo that he might be pernfitted to 
enlarge the limits of his little farm, Marius 
rejetted the offer, declaring that whoever was 
not contented with feven jugera of Jand muft 
be an ambitious and dangerous man. 

The circumftance of allowing but four 
acres and a halt of land toa fingle family, 
proves, at once, the virtuous moderation of 
the people in regard tothe loveand purfuit of 
wealth,—their plain economical way of liv- 
ing, .and the fkillful- manner of their tilling 
the ground: for furely fo fmall'a piece of 
ground, unlefs it was brought into very high 
cultivation, could not have fupported a fami- 
ly, efpecially one that was large. 

Even after Roman virtue began to be cor- 
rupted, any man would have rendered himfelf 
unpopular, that fhould have defpifed agri- 
cultural labor. ‘This is evident from the fol- 
lowing hiftorical faét. A certain patri- 
cian, cr nobleman, who was a citizen of 
Rome, and a candidate for the office of Sen- 
ator, took a country farmer by the ‘hand and 
afked him for his vote. Perceiving the farm- 
er’s hand to be very hard, this lady-fingered 
citizen, ina {miling jefting way, faid to him, 
‘* Friend, do you walk upon your hands ?” 

The farmer, ftung by this farcafm, com- 
plained of the infult to the public ; and, in 
cenfequence, the candidate loft his eleétion. 

And one may venture to aver, that, in the 
great Republic of America, no man ought 
to be exalted to office, who pours contempt 


on ufeful labour. 
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